
History Vocabulary Progression Cycle A 

 

Reception  
 

Year 1 & 2  Year 3 & 4  Year 5 & 6  

 
then, before, now, next, 
soon.  
 
baby, child, teenager, adult  
 
today, yesterday tomorrow  
the present  
the past  
the future  
day, week, month long ago, 
 
old, new, recent  
 
parent,  
grand-parent, 
great grand-parent  
 
clue, memory lifetime, 
calendar Who? What? 
remember 
 
Guy Fawkes, houses of 
parliament, gunpowder, plot 
 
Florence Nightingale, 
stretcher, NHS 
 
Victorians, mangle, scrubbing 
board, 

General 
same 
different 
old 
new  
year 
decade 
century 
ancient 
modern 
long ago 
timeline 
date order 
similar 
because 
important 
living memory  
compare 
significant 
sequence 
first 
next 
last 
change 
facts 
 
 
Who? Why? When? How? 
Where?  
 

General 
artefacts 
sources 
evidence 
relevance 
compare 
contrast 
valid  
reliable 
reliability 
validity 
ancient 
chronological  
impact 
first hand/second hand 
evidence 
 
Stone Age to the Iron Age 
B.C.E (Before the Common 
Era)  
C.E (The Common Era)  
B.C (Before Christ)  
A.D (Anno Domini)  
Stone Age  
Iron Age  
Celts 
Neolithic  
Bronze Age  
Skara Brae  
hunter-gatherer  

General 
fluency 
coherence 
conclude 
summarise 
compare 
significant 
 
Anglo Saxon & Viking 
Invasion  
barbarians 
legion 
emperor 
rebellion 
pillage 
warrior 
invade 
settlement 
migration 
tribe 
conquer 
monasteries 
monk  
Lindisfarne 
raid 
kingdom 
capital 
heptarchy 
rebel  
status 
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old, new, past,  
 
 

Great Fire of London 
Samuel Pepys 
fireman 
fire 
London 
bakery 
River Thames 
monument 
diary 
Tower of London 
 
Comparing life in Elizabeth 1 
and Elizabeth 11 times 
reign 
rule 
king 
queen 
Elizabethan  
Tudor 
monarch  
change 
similar 
different 
 
Victorian Seaside Holiday 
Queen Victoria  
British seaside 
Victorians  
rich 
wealthy  
poor  
traditions  
difference 

religion 
spirits  
Stonehenge 
farming  
hillforts 
roundhouses 
smithing  
mammoth 
fur pelt 
cave paintings 
Tools:  
antler, hammerstone, borer, 
handaxe 
 
Roman Invasion  
hill forts  
sacrifice  
Britons  
nomad/nomadic Boudicca  
Romans  
invasion  
civilisation  
Emperor Caesar  
republic  
empire  
army 
soldiers  
resistance  
conquest  
revolt  
outpost  
colony  
invention 

aristocracy 
pagan  
hostile 
idol 
 
1066 and the events leading 
up to it 
Bayeux Tapestry  
Battle of Hastings  
Edward the Confessor 
Harold Godwinson 
Tostig Godwinson 
noble 
invade 
throne 
peasant  
William, the Duke of 
Normandy 
pillage 
Normans 
soldiers 
Westminster Abbey 
 
Battle of Britain 
air raid shelter 
allies 
blackout 
Blitz  
British Empire 
civilians  
concentration camp 
coupons  
D-Day 



History Vocabulary Progression Cycle A 

compare  
significant  
industrial revolution  
transport 
 

Anglo Saxons 
Angles 
Saxons 
Jutes 
tribes 
kingdoms 
Bronze Helmet 
East Anglia 
Kent 
lyre 
Mercia 
runes 
Sutton Hoo 
Wessex 
Sussex 
Essex 
settlement 
invasion 
migration 
conquest 
raiding 
archaeology 
evidence 

evacuee  
Anne Frank 
gas mask  
Adolf Hitler 
invaded  
Jews 
military  
Nazi  
Prime Minister  
Prisoners of war 
rationing  
refugee 
siren 

 


