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Attendance 

“From the first day of term to the last, the small 
moments in a school day make a real difference to your 

child.  

#AttendanceCounts” 

 

Regular attendance is important to your child's success, children are 
expected to come to school every day. Attendance and achievement are closely linked and good habits, 
developed early in life do have an impact on levels of achievement. 
We regularly keep you informed about your child’s attendance throughout the year and for the majority of 
our children attendance is good (96% or better).  

 

Holidays during term time. 

The school will not authorise an absence for a holiday during term time. Taking holidays during term time 

means that children miss important school time – both educationally and for other school activities. It will be 

difficult for children to catch up on work when they return to school. Only in exceptional circumstances may a 

holiday be authorised during term time – this will be decided by the Head of School. Exceptional 

circumstances do not include cheaper costs, family availability or weather conditions. You can be fined if you 

take your child on holiday during term time. 

Lateness 

Good attendance doesn’t just involve being present in school – it also involves punctuality. You also have a 

responsibility to ensure that your child arrives to school on time. All children are expected to be in their 

classrooms at 8:55am every day for registration. If they are not in their classrooms by 9:05am, they 

receive a late mark. 

Can my child ever be absent?  

When a child is absent from school, this will be classified as either ‘authorised’ or ‘unauthorised’. The Head of 

School decides which absences are granted as authorised. Authorised absences are only permitted for valid 
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reasons, e.g.:  

• Illness  
• Medical or dental appointments which unavoidably fall during school time, for which the school has 

granted leave 
• Family bereavement  
• Religious or cultural observances for which the school has granted leave 
• An absence due to a family emergency 

Wherever possible, parents should always try to arrange medical and dental appointments during school 

holidays or after school hours. 

Is my child too ill for school? 

This NHS guide provides useful advice for parents regarding illnesses: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

What are unauthorised absences?  

Unauthorised absences are those which the school does not consider essential or reasonable. Unauthorised 
absences can include:  

• Forgetting school term dates  
• Oversleeping  
• Absences which have not been explained  
• Arriving at school after the register has closed  
• Keeping your child off school unnecessarily or without explanation  

• Truancy before or during the school day 
• Absence due to shopping, looking after other children or birthdays 
• Absence due to day trips/family outings/holidays in term-time  
• Leaving school for no reason during the day 

 

School Absence Procedure: 

Parents will be required to contact the school office via telephone (01159320005), in person or by email 

(info@scargill.derbyshire.sch.uk) before 8.55am on the first day of their child’s absence – they will be 

expected to provide an explanation for the absence and an estimation of how long the absence will last, e.g. 

one school day.  

The school will always follow up any absences in order to: 

• Ascertain the reason for the absence. 
• Ensure the proper safeguarding action is being taken. 
• Identify whether the absence is authorised or not. 
• Identify the correct code to use to enter the data onto the school census system. 

If no contact is made by 10.30am, a home visit may be carried out. 

If a child has been absent for 3 days and has not been seen by a member of staff, the attendance 

officer/member of SLT may conduct an unannounced home visit. 

What does the law say?  

All children of compulsory school age – between 5-16 – must receive a suitable full-time education. As a 

parent, you are responsible for ensuring that this happens, either by registering your child at a school or by 

making appropriate alternative arrangements. Once you have registered your child at a school, you are also 

legally responsible for ensuring that your child attends school regularly. If you fail to do this, legal action can 

be taken against you by the LA. It is a legal offence to fail to ensure your child attends school regularly. 

Legal action can involve a penalty notice or being taken to court. Parents also face the risk of imprisonment 
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and parenting orders. Parenting orders involve attending a counselling and guidance programme, usually a 

parenting class. A penalty notice of £60 may be issued as an alternative to prosecution, but this will rise to 

£120 if it is not paid within 21 days. Failure to pay a penalty notice will usually lead to prosecution.  

The DFE is making changes to this for September 2024 and the fines will be as follows – an 

increase from £60 to £80 if paid within 21 days and from £120 to £160 if paid in 28 days. Please 

refer to the Derbyshire County Council letter that can be found below this newsletter on our 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information can be found https://scargill.eschools.co.uk/web/attendance/630553 

How can parents help?  

You can help in many ways:  

• Encourage good attendance by making sure your child goes to school regularly.  
• Take an interest in your child’s school work.  
• Make sure your child understands that you do not approve of absence from school.  
• Inform us (via the school office) of your child’s absence, and keep us updated throughout the absence 
period.  
• Cooperate with our school to make sure your child overcomes any attendance problems. We are here to 
help – if you are having difficulties we can help so please tell us. 
• Discuss planned absences with the Head of School and apply for permission well in advance (two weeks 
minimum notice).  
• Only take your child out of school during term time where the absence has been authorised. 

A snapshot of recent school life. 
 
Badgers have been creating e-stories in technology. Also, photos of a couple of finished 
playgrounds which were created with Badger parents/carers on their visit the end of last term. It 
was a fantastic afternoon, involving looking over plans together, selecting resources, making 
decisions and adding to designs to increase the stability whilst considering the overall appearance. 
Also, a photo is of the children with their completed ‘Draw with Rob’ pictures which they drew in a 
thrive session focused on trying new experiences and resilience building. 
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A busy happy Hedgehog Class: 
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Eagle and Merlins – French and R&W activities: 
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Tiger Class fun: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leopard Class have been busy planting seeds for the sensory garden in their Thrive time. 

   
 

Isle of Wight 
Our Year 6 children enjoyed a wonderful week on their residential. They had a great time and were 
able to grow in confidence, resilience and independence all while making lasting memories. 
Throughout their time on the island, the staff received many complements about the children’s 
exemplary behaviour and manners showing how well the children live our school values even out of 
the school building. We are very proud of all of them. 
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Staff News 

 

Mrs Chisholm, our Reception Class teacher who 

has been with us for 19 years, is moving to the 

Archway Learning Trust. Mrs Chisholm says 

thanks to all the parents for their support over 

the years and wishes all the children and their 

families the very best in the future. 

Mr Ord, our Y5/6 teacher who has been with us 
for 5 years, is moving to Lutley Primary School 
in the West Midlands. Mr Ord says that he is 
leaving with a heavy heart, fond memories and 
wishes the school well for the future. 

Mrs Mitchell, one of our Y5/6 TAs who has 

been with us for 15 years, is retiring early to 

spend more time with her family and travel. 

We wish them all well as they embark on their 

next adventures. 

Polite Request 1 
 

Water Bottles 
 

Please can parents only send a small reusable 
bottle into school. These should be filled up 

before coming to school and taken home to be 
washed every day. Inexpensive bottles with a 

sports cap like the ones below are ideal because 
if they are accidentally knocked over they are less 

likely to spill everywhere! 

 
Recently we have noticed an increase in very 
expensive bottles and even bucket sized ones 

that there is simply not the room for! If your child 
drinks all their water, they can refill their bottle in 

school. 

Polite Request 2 
 

Scooters 
 

It is wonderful to see that so many families are 
walking and scooting to school rather than 

using the car.  
For safety reasons, can you please remind your 

child to always push and walk with their 
scooter when they are on the school 
playground to prevent any accidents. 

 
Thank you. 
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Parking 
Please can we ask that parents show respect and consideration to our neighbours 
when parking near school and not block drives and leave engines running 
unnecessarily.  
There are cars parking/pulling in on the zigzags on Hallam Way. I have asked our 
PCSO to monitor this. The markings are there to help keep all our children safe. It is extremely 
dangerous when people park illegally.  
PLEASE FOLLOW THE RULES! 

https://www.think.gov.uk/road-safety-laws/ 
 
Please also note that parents should not park in the 
staff carparks. This includes parents using the Lanes 
before/after school club. 

 

 

 

(If the weather finally begins to warm up!) 

Please ensure you child has sun cream on and is wearing 

a named sun hat and has a named filled water bottle 

every day during this term. 

In mentioning named items….please ensure all uniform is 

labelled please. This significantly helps with returning 

items. 

 

Our uniform drop/swap shop will be available again from 

next week located in the bike shed at the front of school 

(same place as last year) until the penultimate day of 

term. If you can donate any uniform (including PE kit 

items or coats) that are in good condition, please bag 

them up in clear plastic bags and clearly label what is 

inside and the size. All parents can drop off, swap or take 

any of the clothing. This is completely free and simply a 

way for parents to support each other as well as help the 

environment. 
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Plans are well underway for the fayre on Saturday 6th July 10am-1pm. 

The fayre will also be the grand opening of Michael's Way Sensory Garden. 

Our vision for this garden is to bring the community together. We would like to showcase the 
groups that are available to our community and how being part of a club/group can help your 
mental health. 

  

We are therefore looking for agencies and charities to come along to help show our community 
what is available to them and how to access them when you're struggling with your mental health. 
We are looking for a celebrity to open our garden - if you know of anyone who can help us on the 
day, please get in touch. 
 

As well as the opening of Michael’s Way, there will be lots of exciting stalls and events including 

face painting, a bouncy castle, welly wanging, a barbeque, games, penalty shoot-out, sponge the 

teacher, performances from Pigeon Pie as well as our School of Rock band, dance and gymnastic 

performances and much, much more! 

The focus for the fundraising for the Fayre will be to repair/replace the broken play equipment on 

the field. I’m sure you have spotted that it is currently out of bounds as it has been deemed unsafe 

to use following a recent safety inspection. 

Raffle tickets are coming home soon each ticket costs £1 (£5 per booklet) Please return raffle ticket 

stubs along with cash in an envelope please. There are more tickets available. If you would like any 

more please contact the school office. 

We will need your help for the Fayre.  

Volunteer opportunities for "Scargill Summer Fayre" are now open. 
Why not help on a stall for half an hour and then enjoy the rest of the fayre? If your child able to 

they are very welcome to be on the stall/game with you too, they will love feeling part of the school 

family. We really do need your help for the fayre to go ahead. If we do not get enough parents to 

help, we won't be able to hold the fayre. It is run entirely by parents, with school staff also 

attending voluntarily. 

Please click on the following web link (or copy it into your web browser if clicking doesn't work) to 
go to the signup sheet: 
volunteersignup.org/T8D77 

To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page. It only takes a few seconds to do. 
Thank you for volunteering! 

Friends of Scargill (PTA) 

scargillpta@yahoo.com  
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Pupil Premium 
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If you’re looking for help to get out of 
debt, find a job or gain vital life skills, 

Christians Against Poverty provides a 

range of free professional services across 
the UK through local churches. West 

Hallam Methodist Church is a Centre for CAP, they offer 
help to anyone regardless of their religious beliefs. They 

are committed to their services being available to all 

individuals regardless of age, disability, pregnancy and 
maternity, race, religion or belief, gender identity, sex or 

sexual identity. For local FREE, confidential help please 
call Ian 07504 507347 Lesley 07594 256177 Or call the 

CAP national debt line free on 0800 328 0006. For more 

information go to https://capuk.org/get-help 
 

 

 
Does your child love to sing? Do they play a 

musical instrument? South East Derbyshire Music 
Centre runs sessions on Saturday mornings at 
Kirk Hallam Community Academy with groups 
catering for a wide range of abilities and ages. 
 We provide inspirational musical experiences 
through weekly term-time rehearsals, regular 

concerts and performing opportunities, 
workshops and biennial tours. For more 

information or to book a free trial session, 

visit https://sedmc.co.uk/ or ask  

Mr Attenborough 
   

 

NUT ALLERGIES 

We have children in school who could have an 
anaphylactic reaction if exposed to nuts or nut 
traces. Please only send your children to school 
with packed lunches that do not contain nuts or 
products containing nut traces.  This includes 
Nutella and other chocolate spreads/products 
that contain nut traces or MAY contain nut traces. 

Thank you 
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Parents, carers and grandparents are warmly 

invited to watch the sports days next week. You 

can stay on the grass bank (bring a blanket to sit 

on) once you have dropped your child at school. 

Each sports day is due to start at 9.15 a.m. and 

expected to last about an hour. 

 

For safeguarding reasons, no photography or 

filming of any kind is permitted and the school 

building will be inaccessible. Teachers will post 

pictures of Sports Day on the school’s Twitter 

(now known as X) page.  

 

Thank you, in advance for your co-operation and 

support. We look forward to seeing you there. 

The dates for each year group are in the diary 

dates below. 

 

There will be a non-uniform day on Thursday 

27th June in exchange for a donated item for 

our Fayre.  

Please could the different Year Groups bring in 

the following with them on this day. 

EYFS & Y1– Hook-a-bag items eg 
bubbles, books, sweets, pencils etc in a 
small gift bag 
Y2 – Tombola items eg toiletries, small 
toys, stationery etc  
Y3/4 – Chocolate – for the Chocolate 
Tombola 
Y5/6 – Bottles of any kind (full ones!) for 
The Bottle Pull 
We would also greatly appreciate donations of 

cakes for the Cake Stall. Please bring these in 

the day before the fayre/on the day of 

the fayre. Any returnable containers (from 

cakes) must be clearly named pleased. 

The School Council will be holding a Summer 

Bake Off – Entries for this need to come into 

school on Friday 5th July and will be sold at the 

fayre the following day. Happy baking! 

Communication 
The chart below gives you key information regarding who to contact about the different aspects of 
school and how you can contact them should you need to: 
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Contacting Teachers 
 
If you would like to talk to us about your child and 
any concerns you have, please get in touch. In the 
first instance, please contact your child’s class 
teacher. You can do this by phoning the school office 
or using the email addresses below for each 
department.  
EYFS@scargill.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Y1-2Department@scargill.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Y3-4Department@scargill.derbyshire.sch.uk 
Y5-6Department@scargill.derbyshire.sch.uk    

Where can I find more information? 

 

Please keep using our website for additional 
support and information.  

A half-termly newsletter for each department 
detailing specific aspects of the curriculum that your 
child will be learning can be found in the Year 
Groups tab on our website. 

Also, follow us on X (Twitter) @scargill_school as 
we often share helpful information and it gives you 
an up-to-date view of what is happening in school. 

TERM DATES 

2023/24 

Monday 15th April – Friday 24th May 2024 
Monday 3rd June – Tuesday 23rd July 2024 
 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 3rd June 2024 
Friday 28th June 2024 

BANK HOLIDAYS - school closed 

Monday 6th May 2024 

TERM DATES 

2024/25 

Thursday 5th September – Friday 25th October 2024 
Monday 4th November – Friday 20th December 2024 
Monday 6th January – Friday 14th February 2025 
Monday 24th March – Friday 4th April 2025 
Tuesday 22nd April – Friday 23rd May 2025 
Monday 2nd June – Friday 25th July 2025 
 

INSET Days 

Thursday 5th  & Friday 6th September 2024 
Monday 4th November 2024 
Monday 2nd June 2025 
Friday 4th July 2025 
 

BANK HOLIDAYS - school closed 

Monday 5th May 2025 
 
 

Diary Dates  

Any new dates/events added since the previous 

whole school newsletter will be added in green. 

Summer Term 
 
14.6.24 – Careers Day 
20.6.24 – 2.30pm Leopard and Lion Class Parent 
visit 
21.6.24 – 2.15pm Owl and 2.30pm Tiger Class 
Parent visit 
23.6.24 – West Hallam Open Gardens 12-5pm– see 
above regarding plant donations. 
w/c 24.6.24 – Sports Days – These  
24.6.24 – Y5/6 Sports Day 
25.6.24 – Y3/4 Sports Day 
26.6.24 – Y1/2 Sports Day 
2.15pm Merlin Class Parent visit 
5.30pm – New starters parent meeting for 
Reception starting in September 2024 
27.6.24 – Reception Sports Day 
27.6.24 – Non-uniform day in exchange for items 
for the Fayre (See above) 
27.6.24 -2.15pm Eagle Class Parent visit 
 
3.7.24 – Meet your new teacher morning 
6.7.24 – Summer Fayre (Although more help needs 
with FOS – see above) 
13.7.24 – West Hallam Well Dressing Festival 
w/c 15.6.24  End of year reports to parents w/c & 
Scholastic Book Fair 
18.7.24 pm Y5&6 Performance (exact time TBC)  
19.7.24 am Y5&6 Performance (exact time TBC)  
18.7.24 – Open evening for parents – 3.25pm-5pm 
23.7.24 – 9.15am Leavers’ Service for Y6 at St 
Wilfrid’s Church. All Y6 parents/carers welcome 
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